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Pressrelease 

THE CREW WELFARE INITIATIVE DEBUTS IN MANILA

“MANNING CAPITAL OF THE WORLD”

Manila February 12th 2009,  Since 1987, the Philippines have been the leading supplier of seafarers in the international market, “making it the manning capital of the world. In 2007, 266,553 Filipinos were deployed in international passenger and cargo vessels.  They make up about 25 percent —or two out of 10—of the 1.6 million ship workers worldwide. 
The majority of the world’s seafarers don’t have access to the internet while on the high seas.  Communication is made impossible both at sea and harbours due to technical and economic reasons.  The low cost connectivity we take for granted on land is an expensive luxury for the world’s seafarers. 
Today however marks the dawn of a new era in the communication life of the world seafarers, advances in technology have now made it possible to provide on board internet access on the same service level and cost basis enjoyed on land.
Speaking at today’s press conference Kieran Ring CEO of the Global Institute of Logistics said: 
“I am honoured to be here this morning in Manila to formally launch the Crew Welfare Initiative, as the campaigns Chairperson; I am particularly pleased that Manila has been chosen with Hamburg as the co-location for the global launch of the organization. 
No nation will benefit more from this initiative than the Philippines, it is my great privilege to announce that it’s no longer necessary for the families of Filipino seafarers to go without contact with their loved ones for extended periods, advances in technology have now made it possible to access the internet and its myriad of services on board vessels anywhere anytime”
The Crew Welfare Initiative (CWI) is a global non-profit organisation dedicated to improving the quality of life of seafarers due to communication infrastructure within the global maritime community. The CWI has been formed to address these challenges by collating and introducing technologies and services from some of the world’s leading companies such as Intel, Google and Universal Marine Communications.  

By working with the vessel owners and management companies, CWI aims to bring services such as simple voice telephony, email, instant messaging and many other services to ordinary seafarers around the world.
Thomas Mueller Managing Director of Universal Marine Communications and board member of CWI speaking in advance of today’s global launch in Hamburg Germany added:
“The need for communication in the modern merchant shipping world has increased for many reasons. Fundamentally however, communication infrastructure did not adapt to these new requirements in the past ten years. Our goal is to change this and the quality of life of sailors by providing free or inexpensive communication equipment, infrastructure and ultimately services. All this will be central to creating a connection with their home, their families and their friends. The vessel will become their “Home zone”, 
The CWI invites anyone to join as an industry partner or supporting partner and contribute to the global maritime community and the CWI. 

Please consult our Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s) for more information.
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